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BULLETIN OF THE PENNSYLVANIA MUSEUM 25 

VENETIAN LECTERNS 

The Museum, through the generosity of Mr. Frank Ralston Welsh, has 
recently been enriched by the possession of two lecterns of gilt carved wood, 
probably of Venetian workmanship. One of these, that represented in the 
accompanying illustration, is 5 feet 7 inches high and dates from the eighteenth 
century. It is well preserved and is highly ornate, with a cherub's head and 
scrolls of rococo effect. The desk is covered with old brown leather, probably 
original, with gilt tooling of simple style, and the Christian monogram I. H. S. 
in the center. 

The second specimen is smaller and of more modern manufacture and of 
less interest from a museum's standpoint. The desk is covered with red velvet, 
but it is likely that like the finer piece it was used for ecclesiastical purposes. 

The Lectern or Lectry, in French Letrin, Lestrin, Leutrin, and finally 
Lutrin, in Italian "Leggio, " means a reading desk used for religious purposes. 
But the lectern is found in private use through the Middle Ages under Louis IX. 
It grew to considerable proportions in the fifteenth century. In 1472 there 
are mentions of such lecterns, which are quite elaborate in their ornamenta- 
tion as well as of considerable size. These contained space for some thirty or 
forty volumes. The old inventories often contain entries of such lecterns, 
royal as well as private, and innumerable pictures show them in use. 

After the sixteenth century, however, at least in France, the lectern becomes 
an article of furniture purely assigned to religious purposes. It is probable that 
the same holds good for Italy. 

It appears from certain passages in old chronicles that the pulpit originated 
in the lectern or reading stand. For instance, of Dandolo, Doge of Venice, 
ascending his pulpit in St. Mark's, it is said by Villehardouin : 

"Le bon Dux de Venise qui molt ere sage et pros, monta el leteri et parla 
au peuple" — (The good duke of Venice who was most wise and brave ascended 
the lectern and spoke to the people) . 

Again, in the " Roman de Guillaume au Court Nez, " the two following 
lines read : 

"Uns archevesque est le letrin monte, 
Qui sermonna a la Chretiente." 

Our Archbishop ascended the lectern and preached to the Christian world. 
(See Havard, Diet, de l'Ameublement et de la Decoration, Vol. Ill, p. 320, Art. 
"Lectrin"). 

Again in the Grandes Chroniques de France (V, p. 339) for the year 1330: 
"mais le jour ensuivant il monta sur le letrin, " etc. 

In his dictionnaire etymologique," Menage designates ''Letrin" as the 
pulpit from which a sermon may be preached. 

As there was in the Pennsylvania Museum no specimen of the ancient 
lectern, the gift of Mr. Frank Ralston Welsh is a most important as well as 
valuable addition to its collection of furniture. 

S. Y. S. 
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